Hiliclimb Mk3 Polo G40
ormance Lightweight supercharged Polo takes to the hills
Berg Cup-inspired Mk1
Home-grown UK Mk1 16v built on a budget
HR Engineering Profile

You want proper performance VWs? You got it!

The car they're all talking about.
The pinnacle. The benchmark.
The Holy Grail.

You won't find any better

than this... we've looked!
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Travis “Travy' Vanausdal's 20th —

Anniversary — the car that united a nation..




Think Jeep and you think DIg ol' V8, right? Not if HPA Motorsports has anything
to do with it. Getting GOWnN and dirty has never looked like so much fun...

Words: David Kennedy Photos: JOOSt Demuynck
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ow, if you're a regular reader of
the mag you'll be more than
aware that we're big fans of
throwing the odd curve-ball or
fWO Into the more regular feature
car mix from time 1o hime. But after the

handful of big-money supercars we've
teatured recently, have we really jost it this
time with a ful-blown Jeep? On first glance
yOou might certair y -.'._.m|_ we i-'l.i_'.“-.n'lf‘ [‘:2.]? UDON
HSDELTICH rou'll see that this leep 1s

A L DSl nome than you ”"'H.l'"- ave

irst thought. It's the work of Canadian
legend HPA Motorsports, one of the biggest

ine .'-.- tLHTng i IMe. pernda. S ).
have we totally lost the plot this bime? We'll
let you make your own mind up, with a little
N rom HPA Motorsports president
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PVYW: Hi Marcel. For those that don't know, how

long have you been involved with HPA Motorsports
and what is your role within the company?
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PVW: Going back to the beginning, how long have you
personally been involved with Volkswagens? What is
it about them that does it for you?
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PVYW: 50, how did the idea to put a VAG TDI lump in
a Jeep YJ come about?

PYW: And what were your goals for the project?

Was it just a case of finding out if it could be done,

or did you have an intended purpose for the Jeep
once it was finished?
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PVYW: So once you knew what you wanted to do,
how long did you and your team spend on planning
the conversion and the design process?

MH: It oDk about three monins of planning and a turthe
iths 1o busid. The process was somewhat
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PVW: What made you choose the 1.9-litre PD engine
over, say, one of VAG's larger TDI engines like the
2.7-litre or the newer 3.0-litre?

MH: The 1.9-lEne small and giicient that it wa
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PVW: Why did you decide not to base the kit around
the newer 2.0-litre TDI?
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PVW: Talk us through how you got the TDI engine in
We're sure it wasn't simply a case of a set of
custom engineé mounts and a little brute force...
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PVW: And then you had to get the modern VAG
wiring to hook up with the ancient Jeep loom?

MH- Intearating an MES CAN ECU and a ‘00 Jesp w
We had to code out all the sensors like ths
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PVW: Was there any particular area of getting the
gngine in and working that caused you problems?
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PVW: We can't imagine you'd have gone through all
this effort and then leave the engine as stock as the
day it left the factory, What have you done to it?
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PVW: Although we fully admit we're not the biggest
Jeep experts out there, even we can tell that this is
no stock YJ anymore. What eise have you done to it
other than the engine swap?

MH: Where do | stan? Waadaded 9441 of |
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for rough jegame: Thebast are these fenders from Metgl

Lloacthey offer gread twe clearanpe, Burability, and

uly 2011 39




PYW: Other than its debut at SEMA in Las Vegas last
year, has the Jeep been to any other shows? And
what kind of reaction did it get at SEMA? You couldn't
ask for a more diverse crowd to debut it to.
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PVYW: When we visited the States a while back we
had a Mk> Jetta TDI and found that people didn™t
quite ‘get’ the diesel thing unless it was something
like a Power Stroke or a Cummins in a big ol' truck
How popular do you expect this conversion 1o be?

PVW: We understand that you're offering a number
of different kits for people wanting do covert their
own YJs. Talk us through what's on offer
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PVW: S0, do you have any more plans for the YJ
project, or have you taken it as far as you want to?

PYW: So, finally, what's it like to drive?
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